
California faces significant and competing demands—from climate
resilience and economic stability to housing, healthcare, public health, and
immigration.

The decisions our state’s leaders make shape not only the outcomes of
these challenges, but also the system that feeds nearly 40 million people
and drives rural and urban economies alike across the state. The food and
farming system sits at the center of these challenges.

This Food & Farming Primer provides a high-level overview of that system
and identifies key opportunities for strategic statewide leadership.
Organized around four interconnected pillars—Food Access, Agriculture,
Farmworkers, and Regional Food Ecosystems—it highlights where policy
decisions can strengthen communities, build climate resilience, protect
workers, and ensure that California’s food system works for everyone.
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Food Access
Hunger is a policy choice created by systems that perpetuate racial and economic inequities.
1 in 5 Californians is experiencing hunger, and this is worsening amid targeted federal
safety-net cuts and anti-immigrant attacks, with disproportionate impacts on Latine, Black,
Asian American, Native Hawaiian, other Pacific Islander, and Native American families.

The California food and farming system touches us all. Below are major interwoven areas of the food system:
Food Access, Agriculture, Farmworkers, and Regional Food Ecosystems. Each of these areas has been
impacted by a combination of systemic issues. However, there are paths forward to achieve our vision of
healthy communities and thriving ecosystems. 

Food is a human right.
Every Californian should
have dignified access to
fresh, culturally
appropriate food. 

Agriculture
While a petrochemical-dependent farming system creates harm, small, mid-scale, BIPOC, and
organic/regenerative farmers feed our communities and protect the climate. These farmers
face mounting barriers — from corporate consolidation and farmland loss to rising costs,
shrinking markets, drought, climate chaos, and cuts to federal support.

Paths Forward:
Protect our state’s innovative programs that have
expanded dignified food access to more Californians
Address income inequality and corporate
consolidation as root causes of unaffordable food 
Advance community-controlled food access

Paths Forward: 
Production support for farmers regardless
of immigration status, including hardship
assistance, technical assistance, and
access to land, markets, capital, and water.
Public food procurement that invests in
the farms and farming systems that sustain
and regenerate our communities and
environment
Reverse corporate consolidation of land,
water, and natural resources

Farmers steward climate-resilient,
agroecological farms that produce
clean air and water. Farmers and
farmworkers are valued.
Equitable access to natural
resources and markets sustain
livelihoods and thriving rural
communities.

Understanding CA’s Food System
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Farmworkers
Farmworkers carry out some of the most indispensable labor in California, yet they endure
poverty wages, dangerous working conditions, and limited access to basic safety-net
protections. Inhumane immigration policies heighten their vulnerability to abusive
employers, while shifting government priorities leave them with inconsistent and insufficient
safeguards.

An agricultural industry that
protects farmworker health and
well-being with dignified wages
and safe working conditions.
Workers have the power to decide
their own future, as they feed
California.

Paths Forward:
Develop new pathways to address labor
rights enforcement staff vacancies
Hold farm labor contractors accountable
through stronger oversight and
compensation to workers who have
experienced abuses
Strengthen collaboration between
CalOSHA and CBOs and increase CBO
capacity to navigate worker complaints

Regional Food Ecosystems
Over-reliance on a highly-centralized food system built on exploitation makes it fragile—
especially during climate-driven crises. These shocks deepen class and racial inequities,
worsening hunger, stress, chronic illness, and overall quality of life. At the same time,
corporate control has turned communities into sites of extraction, rather than supportive of
diverse, innovative local economies.

A network of thriving,
self-sustaining, and
collaborative regional
food systems that work
to make communities
healthier.

Paths Forward:
Build market value around regional identity and
regenerative practices
End corporate natural resource grabs and exploitative
market practices by putting Tribes, small farmers, and
community well-being first.
Invest in cooperative and local infrastructure that helps
foster independence from a centralized food system.
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Member
Directory

 

ccof.org

accfb.org

apifm.org

Organization

cafoodbanks.org

alchemistcdc.org

food.berkeley.edu

agriculturalinstitute.org

Low-income Households

Farmers & Ranchers

Immigrant Families

Rural Communities & Tribes

What they do

Expands regional reach, awareness, and impact of farmers' markets, agriculture
education, and community food access to advance a healthy, equitable, local, and
regional food system.

Improves access to nutritious foods, community green spaces, and entrepreneurship to
advance economic self-sufficiency. In 2024 Alchemist CDC facilitated $1.44M in EBT and
Market Match at farmers’ markets.

Certifies over 3,500 organic farms, ranches, and businesses in California while advocating
to advance organic policy for a healthier world. CCOF granted over $1.5M to 123 aspiring
organic farmers and farmers experiencing hardship.

Leverages University of California policy, research and educaiton in partnership with
communities to advance a just and sustainable farm and food system. Over 150 UC Berkeley
faculty are affiliated with BFI.

Farm & Food System Workers

Youth & Students

Distributes food, helps community members access CalFresh, and organizes advocacy for
equitable policy to achieve food justice and end hunger. In 2025 ACCFB distributed nearly 60
million meals.

Represents 43 member food banks and their nearly 6,000 partner agencies across the state to
end hunger in California. CAFB serves 6 million Californians a month and provides over 900
million pounds of food a year.

Cultivates healthy, long-lasting, and vibrant Asian and Pacific Islander communities through
community-centered engagement, education, and advocacy

Who our organizations
serve

Berkeley Food Institute

Alchemsit Community
Development Corporation

California Association of Food
Banks

Asian Pacific Islander Forward
Movement

Alameda County Community Food
Bank

California Certified Organic Farmers

Agricultural Institute of Marin (AIM)

The California Food and Farming Network
has an aggregate digital reach of over 1.9M
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Member Directory, continued

California FarmLink
californiafarmlink.org

Center for Ecoliteracy
ecoliteracy.org

Carbon Cycle Institute
carboncycle.org

Center for Food Safety
centerforfoodsafety.org

California Farmer Justice
Collaborative
farmerjustice.com

Ceres Community Project
ceresproject.org

Californians Against Waste
cawrecycles.org

California Rural Legal Assistance
Foundation 
crlaf.org

Community Alliance with Family
Farmers
caff.org

Central California Environmental
Justice Network
ccejn.org

Centro Binacional Para el Desarrollo
Indigena Oaxaqueno
centrobinacional.org

Californians for Pesticide Reform
pesticidereform.org

California Climate and Agriculture
Network
calclimateag.org

Created by Indigenous communities in rural California, CBDIO organizes and makes sure
our communities’ culture, languages, and knowledge are recognized and respected by the
systems and institutions that impact our lives to advance the self-determination of
Indigenous people.

Inspires schools to serve fresh, local meals and engage students in the links between
food, culture, health, and environment to provide a more just, sustainable and equitable
experience for students and the people who nourish them.

Supports sustainable and organic farming that advocates for state and federal policies to
ensure the resilience of California farms and ranches in the face of climate change.

Researches, develops, promotes, monitors, and advocates for policy solutions to eliminate
pollution and reduce the environmental and public-health impacts of our waste.

Provides 100% organic medically tailored meals to people with chronic and complex health
conditions and educates youth about organic farming and nutritious food to foster
community health, healing, and empowerment.

Builds sustainable food and farming systems through statewide policy advocacy and on-
the-ground programs to support family farmers. Our programs address problems and
challenges in food and farming systems, creating more resilient family farms, communities,
and ecosystems.

A coalition of over 200 organizations working to enhance agricultural pesticide policies and
practices in California to protect public health, the environment, and advance sustainable,
just agriculture.

Advances the carbon cycle as the fundamental organizing process underlying land 
management and on-farm conservation in our efforts to mitigate and adapt to the global 
climate crisis.

CCEJN’s mission is to empower our communities and secure our children’s future by
eliminating negative environmental impacts in low income and communities of color in the
Central Valley.

Unites farmers, advocates, academics, and allies to advance economic sovereignty for
farmers of color and to challenge racism, structural discrimination, and all forms of systemic
oppression.

Creates equitable access to opportunity in support of healthy, local food systems. We help
farmers, ranchers, and fishers to access affordable financing, learn how to create business
resilience, and secure land for farming and ranching.

CRLAF works to address the most pressing needs of California’s rural poor, some of the most 
marginalized communities, by providing free legal services, community outreach and policy 
advocacy in labor, housing, health, immigration, and environmental justice.

Uses legal, scientific, and grassroots action to empower people, support farmers, and
protect the earth from industrial agriculture’s harms. CFS represents over a million members,
including 14,000+ in California.
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Fullwell
fullwell.us

Fibershed
fibershed.org

Farm2People
farm2people.org

Ecology Center
ecologycenter.org

Food Access LA
foodaccessla.org

Fresh Approach
freshapproach.org

First Mother Farms
firstmotherfarms.com

Marin Food Policy Council
ucanr.edu/site/marin-food-policy-council

Del Norte and Tribal Lands
Community Food Council
dnatlfoodcouncil.org

Interfaith Sustainable Food
Collaborative
interfaithfood.org

Latino Coalition for a Healthy
California
lchc.org

Los Angeles Food Policy Council 
goodfoodla.org

National Young Farmers Coalition
youngfarmers.org

Natural Resource Defense Council
nrdc.org

Advocates for Latines and Indigenous people through policy, narrative change, and
programs to build healthy communities in California.

Builds and Inspires to advance a healthy, sustainable, and just future for the East Bay and
beyond.

NRDC uses science, policy, law, and people power to fight the climate crisis, protect public
health, and safeguard nature.

As a land-based cultural initiative rooted in Indigenous, diasporic, and regenerative
traditions, First Mother Farms work across sites, seasons, and communities to restore
reciprocal relationships between land, bodies, and collective care.

Connects Californians with local, healthy food through farmers markets, food is medicine, 
community agriculture, and professional development, and supports small farms and food 
hubs in accessing market opportunities.

Advocates to advance a healthy, just, and sustainable food sysetm. Secured $36 million
dollars benefiting more than 70,000 CalFresh households to better afford fresh fruit and
vegetables.

Facilitates a shift to a more sustainable food system, working from the perspective of 
religious values. We aim to reconnect religious people to a sustainable food system through 
their faith community and to advance sustainable agriculture policy.

Supports farmers and equitable access to fresh regional produce; advances sustainable food
systems that benefit low- and moderate-income LA residents and California small farms and
local businesses.

Supports young, beginning and BIPOC agriculture producers to become leaders. Advances
equitable access to resources.

Develops regional fiber systems that expand opportunities to implement climate beneficial
agriculture, rebuild regional manufacturing, and educate the public about the benefits of
soil-to-soil fiber and dye systems.

Strengthens the North Coast food system to enhance nutrition security—improving
infrastructure, market access, and support for local producer. DNATL Food Council prioritizes
equity, Indigenous foodways, sustainability, resilience, and emergency preparedness.

Works at the intersection of food security, economic development, and environmental
sustainability using policy and programs to advance healthy, affordable, sustainable food for
all Angelenos.

Convenes local food-system stakeholders through the lens of community food security to 
share resources, identify needs, and develop policies and practical solutions to improve Marin
residents’ food security and quality of life.

Partners with independent California farmers to bring healthy, fresh, and regeneratively
grown produce into our densely populated metropolis to fight hunger in Greater Los Angeles
and keep our small- and mid-sized farmers farming.
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Praxis Project
thepraxisproject.org

Roots of Change
rootsofchange.org

Nourish California
nourishca.org

Rising Communities
risingcommunities.org

Sierra Club California
sierraclub.org/california

Second Harvest Food Bank
shfb.org

Union of Concerned Scientists
ucs.org

United Food and Commercial
Workers Western States
Council
ufcwwest.org

Sierra Harvest / Nevada County
Food Policy Council
sierraharvest.org

Pesticide Action & Agroecology
Network (PAN)
panna.org

San Diego Food System Alliance
sdfsa.org

Sacramento Food Policy Council
sacfoodpolicy.org

Sustainable Agriculture Education
sagecenter.org

Sustainable Economies Law Center
theselc.org

Strengthens local food systems by supporting farmers, expanding market access, and
building partnerships to advance equitable access to healthy food, resilient regional
agriculture, and long-term community well-being.

Fosters and replicates transformational social equity models and strategies that promote
health and positive well-being across all under-resourced communities.

Supports small producers and food businesses with holistic TA, capital access, and land
tenure. Mobilizes community through events, coalitions, and an annual gathering for 500
food-justice leaders. SDFSA engages leaders in advocacy opportunitites. 

Unites workers in grocery, retail, food processing, healthcare, cannabis, and related sectors
across CA, NV, and AZ to win better wages, benefits, safety, job security, and fair treatment
through collective bargaining and advocacy.

Assists powerbuilding community organizations to increase their impact through building
capacity, leadership development, network infrastructure maintenance to improve equity,
health, and racial justice across the determinants of health.

Uses grassroots science, strategic communications and coalition organizing to build power
with communities across the U.S. and around the world to confront the harms of industrial
agriculture and build solutions.

Collaborates with diverse community partners to co-develop and advance policy solutions,
ensuring equitable access to food, health, and wellbeing for all Californians. 

Provides nuritious food to individuals and families facing hunger through a network of
partners. Advocates for policies and system change that strengthen food access and address
the root causes of hunger to end hunger for all.

Leads the legislative and regulatory advocacy arm for Sierra Club chapters across the state 
working to protect clean air and water, defend communities from pollution, and advance 
science-based climate solutions.

Advances multi-benefit agriculture as a foundation for regional resilience, catalyzes place-
based regenerative agriculture, and fosters vital, equitable food systems that connect urban 
and rural communities.

Cultivates a new legal landscape to support community resilience and economic 
empowerment. Through education, research, and advocacy, communities can develop their 
own sustainable sources of food, housing, energy, and other key aspects to thrive.

The Union of Concerned Scientists puts rigorous, independent science into action, 
developing solutions and advocating for a healthy, safe, and just future.

Advocates for policy change and runs demonstration programs to catalyze food-system
transformation, elevate regenerative practices, and advance California climate targets, rural
economic development, and resilience.

Advances justice through equity practices that lift up community priorities to advance policy, 
systems, and environmental change. Convenes policymakers and stakeholders around a 
collaborative agenda for a more resilient, just and sustainable food system.
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